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United Board for Christian Colleges in China
Taiwan Office
AERIUER: T s I e Al New York Office:150 Fifth Ave.
No. 2A Lane 27, Sect. 2 N. Chung Shan Rd. Cable Address:“ ABCHICOL °
Taipei, Taiwan
Tel. 42377
Tunghai University Library
Memorandum No. 1 Aug. 17, 1955
To: The President
From: Harris B. H. Seng, the Librarian
On: Library organization

The functions of university libraries have changed drastically
during the post-war years. The present trend of a library organization as
reflected in the current literature is to effect a departmental structure in
which broad fields of knowledge are assigned.

This library philosophy dictates that all materials in a given subject
area be assigned to the subject department. This philosophy sees no
difference in book materials, whereas the previous philosophy designated
certain volumes as reference and others as circulating materials. By
following the current trend, the organization of the Tunghai University
Library breaks away from this older arrangement wherein a Circulation
Department, a Reference Department, a Periodical Department, etc,
exist in all other Chinese universities and colleges.

The proposed plan aims to simplify service to the faculties and the
students by concentrating all materials on one subject in one place where
the patron will find reference books, circulating books, periodicals,

pamphlets, microfilms and other reading materials.
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Taipei, Taiwan
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Proposed operating departments
University Library

Departmental organization as planned for the new library building is

designed to accomplish the following objectives:

1. to provide a few open departments, each having a large content
of related materials.

2. to provide departments with divisions thereof, so that subject
specialization can be furthered or so that new divisions can be
created without disrupting total organization.

3. to divide the total Dewey classification among the proposed
departments so that all classifications will be assigned.
Departments will be required to remain within the classification
designated.

4. to develop facilities for browsing areas in which books may be
borrowed from any department(with the exception of Department
of Rare Books) on a temporary loan basis.

It is proposed that the following open and functional departments

be established.

1. Subject Departments.(or open departments)

a. Department of Art and Music.

b. Department of Natural Sciences and Engineering.

c. Department of Western Literature and Languages.

d. Department of Rare Books(no circulating materials)
2.Functional Departments.

f. Cataloging Department.

g. Order Department.

h. Maintenance Department.
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